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All five Holyrood Party Leaders show their support for the SMPõs week-long UN Global Goals exhibition in the Scottish Parliament, recording video messages alongside 100 MSPs 
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REPORT SUMMARY: 
 

As a transparent and member-led network, every six months the Scotland Malawi Partnership (SMP) publishes a report on its activities and impact.  This report covers the period 1st 
April 2017 to 31st March 2018 and compliments the formal reporting to the Scottish Government, updating the interim mid-year April-September 2017 report.  This report aims to keep 
members briefed and engaged on the work of the Partnership through the year and our progress against the outputs, outcomes and impact of our 2017-20 Strategic Plan. 

 

This has been an extremely busy and productive year for the Scotland Malawi Partnership, with some of our largest and most impactful events and engagements to date.  We have 
also received record feedback from members and partners highlighting the positive impact they have experienced over the last 12 months.  Of particular note were the record breaking 
AGM, the Youth Congress at Hampden Park, our many Member Forums in areas such as Health and Higher Education, our Commonwealth events around CHOGM, the Lake of Stars 
Glasgow festival, and our BuyMalawian campaign. 
 

We had unprecedented impact, influence and support in both Holyrood and Westminster, and with both the Scottish and UK Governments.  We established a new Malawi All-Party 
Parliamentary Group in Westminster and further developed our Malawi Cross Party Group in Holyrood, organising the first ever joint-meeting between the two Parliaments in this way.  
Around 100 of Scotlandôs 129 MSPs recorded personal video messages of support, including the First Minister, all the Cabinet, all the Party Leaders and the Presiding Officer. 
 

In the run up to the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) the Scotland Malawi Partnership was repeatedly referenced as a model of country-to-country and 
people-to-people cooperation to inspire the Commonwealth of Nations in the coming years. 
 

At the end of this year in review the University of Edinburgh estimated that SMP membership now represent a community of 109,000 Scots working with Malawi (a 16% increase since 
2014), generating £50m of inputs annually (20% increase) from civil society, and benefiting over 2.9m Malawians each year (45% increase). 
 

The Partnership was celebrated in the media, in parliament and in government as having an innovative and impactful model for others to follow.  Perhaps most memorably, 
representing the UK Government, then Minister of State for Africa described the ñgenius of the Scotland Malawi Partnershipò in Parliament saying: 
 

ñéI pay tribute to the Scotland Malawi Partnershipðgenuinely one of the most unique, remarkable, interesting and human interweavings of two nations anywhere in the world.ò 
 

ñThere are three things from which we can learn. The first is é the civic multiplierðthe way in which the Scotland Malawi Partnership, with a relatively modest amount of money, can 
draw on all the institutions to create a much richer partnership and be more than the sum of its parts. The second element, which has come through time and again in todayôs 
speeches, is mutual respect. Everyone who spoke talked a great deal about equality and about how we can learn as much from Malawi as it can learn from us. Finally, there is the 
genius of co-ordination and connections. Since 2005 the work of the Scotland Malawi Partnership has been not to create the connections, but to find them and mine themðto draw 
them out of the soil and reveal to us that thick web of connections between two nations, essentially putting Malawians on the board. That is a very important part of the work of the 
Scotland Malawi Partnershipò 
 

ñéWhat is so striking about the Scotland Malawi Partnership is that it has found ways of engaging a whole human population. Britain could do that in Malawi or in Tanzania, Uganda or 
Nigeria. It is a very exciting way of thinking about how to do development in the 21st century. The fact that so many right hon. and hon. Members are here championing international 
development shows how these human connections give us the legitimacy and centre to make progresséò 
 

The SMP cannot overstate the importance of the core funding it receives from the Scottish Government.  The positive impact detailed in this report would not have been 
possible without the continued far-sighted support of the Scottish Government.  While maintaining our independence from government and our political neutrality, we 
continue to be extremely grateful for this support and look forward to continuing to work closely with the Scottish, UK and Malawian Governments in the coming years. 

 

http://scotland-malawipartnership.org/news-events/past-events/smp-agm-2017/
http://scotland-malawipartnership.org/news-events/past-events/youth-congress-2018/
http://scotland-malawipartnership.org/news-events/past-events/health-forum1/
http://scotland-malawipartnership.org/news-events/past-events/higher-education-and-further-education-forum/
http://scotland-malawipartnership.org/news-events/past-events/commonwealth-big-lunch/
http://scotland-malawipartnership.org/news-events/all-news/josephine-mpango-scotland-malawi-chogm-ambassador/
http://scotland-malawipartnership.org/news-events/past-events/lake-of-stars-festival/
http://scotland-malawipartnership.org/news-events/past-events/lake-of-stars-festival/
http://scotland-malawipartnership.org/files/3415/2579/0253/abdf095626d4a4ab2bcd4167b128c1f1.pdf
http://scotland-malawipartnership.org/download_file/force/3191/261/
http://scotland-malawipartnership.org/get-involved/malawi-appg/
http://scotland-malawipartnership.org/get-involved/malawi-appg/
http://www.parliament.scot/msps/malawi.aspx
https://www.scotsman.com/future-scotland/tech/video-links-holyrood-and-westminster-for-the-first-time-1-4703176
http://scotland-malawipartnership.org/get-involved/global-goals/all-party-support/
https://twitter.com/ukgovscotland/status/968538241480740865?lang=ar
http://www.scotland-malawipartnership.org/files/2515/2458/2878/Valuation_SMP_2018_report.pdf
http://scotland-malawipartnership.org/news-events/all-news/mps-celebrate-scotlands-links-with-malawi/
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Young SMP members taking the lead in the 2017 AGM 
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Key Events and Engagements: 
 
In this 12-month period, the SMP hosted 32 main events and engagements, attended by 1,932 people: 
 

Event Date Venue Attendees 

Zambia, Rwanda, Malawi Collaboration Forum 13th April 2017 Edinburgh City Chambers 11 

Schools Forum, Inverness 3rd May 2017 Highland One World Global Learning Centre 41 

Christian Aid Roundtable 8th May 2017 Edinburgh City Chambers 10 

SDGs exhibition Parliament 9th ï 11th May 2017 Scottish Parliament 100 MSPs 

CPG on Malawi ï LGBTIQ rights 10th May 2017 Scottish Parliament 27 

Health Forum 19th May 2017 Edinburgh City Chambers 44 

Media training for Zambia and Rwanda 18th May 2017 Edinburgh City Chambers 6 

Zambia, Rwanda and Malawi Collaboration and Sharing Forum 15th June 2017 Edinburgh City Chambers 8 

Agriculture and Food Security Meeting 3rd August 2017 Edinburgh City Chambers 33 

CPG on Malawi ï Renewable Energy 13th September 2017 Scottish Parliament 44 

Further and Higher Education Forum 20th September 2017 Edinburgh City Chambers 26 

SMP AGM 30th September  2017 Stewartôs Melville College, Edinburgh 193 

Schools Forum Paisley 24th October 2017 Gleniffer High School 29 

MDP - Health Forum 31st October 2017 Edinburgh City Chambers 35 

MDP - Sustainable Economic Development 9th November 2017 Scottish Fair Trade Forum, Glasgow 27 

http://www.scotland-malawipartnership.org/news-events/past-events/zambia-rwanda-malawi-networks-forum/
http://www.scotland-malawipartnership.org/news-events/past-events/schools-forum-inverness1/
http://www.scotland-malawipartnership.org/news-events/past-events/round-table-meeting-with-head-of-christian-aid-malawi/
http://www.scotland-malawipartnership.org/get-involved/global-goals/all-party-support/
http://www.scotland-malawipartnership.org/news-events/past-events/health-forum1/
http://www.scotland-malawipartnership.org/news-events/past-events/health-forum1/
http://www.scotland-malawipartnership.org/news-events/past-events/agriculture-and-food-security-in-malawi/
http://www.scotland-malawipartnership.org/news-events/past-events/cross-party-group-renewable-energy-partnerships/
http://www.scotland-malawipartnership.org/news-events/past-events/higher-education-and-further-education-forum/
http://www.scotland-malawipartnership.org/news-events/past-events/smp-agm-2017/
http://scotland-malawipartnership.org/news-events/past-events/schools-forum-paisley/
http://www.scotland-malawipartnership.org/news-events/past-events/health-links-forum/
http://www.scotland-malawipartnership.org/news-events/past-events/malawi-call-sustainable-economic-development/
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MDP ï Civic Governance 13th November 2017 Edinburgh City Chambers 10 

CPG on Malawi ï Malawi Development Programme (MDP) 15th November 2017 Scottish Parliament 75 

MDP ï Education 16th November 2017 Edinburgh City Chambers 22 

MDP ï Renewable Energy 16th November 2017 Edinburgh City Chambers 24 

Malawi APPG 29th November 2017 Westminster 25 

Network Forum 12th December 2017 Edinburgh City Chambers 5 

Noel Networking 19th December 2017 Edinburgh City Chambers 22 

Year of Young People Roundtable 18th January 2018 Edinburgh City Chambers 18 

Joint-CPG on Global Health 7th February 2018 Scottish Parliament 49 

Youth Congress 20th February 2018 Hampden Park, Glasgow 249 

Launch of Buy Malawian Campaign 5th March 2018 Kirklandneuk Primary, N. Lanarkshire 100 

CPG on Malawi ï Buy Malawian Campaign 7th March 2018 Scottish Parliament 27 

APPG on Malawi ï Buy Malawian Campaign 7th March 2018 Westminster 28 

Lake of Stars Glasgow: SMP Stage and Malawi Market 11th March 2018 Glasgow Arts School 400 

Commonwealth Big Lunch 12th March 2018 Edinburgh City Chambers 45 

David Livingstoneôs Birthday 19th March 2018 Malawi c200 

 

 

 TOTAL 1,932 

http://www.scotland-malawipartnership.org/news-events/past-events/malawi-call-civic-governance/
http://www.scotland-malawipartnership.org/news-events/past-events/cpg-on-malawi-the-malawi-development-programme/
http://www.scotland-malawipartnership.org/news-events/past-events/malawi-call-education/
http://www.scotland-malawipartnership.org/news-events/past-events/malawi-call-renewable-energy-water-climate/
http://scotland-malawipartnership.org/news-events/all-news/uk-parliament-establishes-malawi-all-party-group/
http://www.scotland-malawipartnership.org/news-events/past-events/cpg-on-malawi-global-health/
http://www.scotland-malawipartnership.org/news-events/past-events/youth-congress-2018/
http://scotland-malawipartnership.org/news-events/past-events/buymalawian2018-launch-at-kirklandneuk-primary/
http://www.scotland-malawipartnership.org/news-events/past-events/cpg-buy-malawian/
http://www.scotland-malawipartnership.org/news-events/past-events/cpg-buy-malawian/
http://www.scotland-malawipartnership.org/news-events/past-events/lake-of-stars-festival/
http://www.scotland-malawipartnership.org/news-events/past-events/commonwealth-big-lunch/
http://www.scotland-malawipartnership.org/news-events/past-events/david-livingstones-205th-birthday/
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Celebrations after the 2017 AGM 


