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Thawale Primary School
Thawale Primary School is one of the schools supported by Link Community Development in Mulanje. It has an active partnership with Lockerbie Academy in Scotland which has brought a lot of benefits to the learners from both schools. Learners and teachers from Thawale Primary School and Lockerbie Academy send letters and parcels to each other. There have been exchange visits between the two schools too. 

One of the challenges for Thawale Primary School is to support the many orphans and vulnerable children who are affected by poverty and HIV/AIDS at the school. Some of them end up dropping out of school due to lack of financial support and basic school needs.

Mother Group Project

The Mother Group at Thawale Primary School is responsible for supporting orphans and vulnerable children. Thawale’s School Sponsor, Irene Kelly, in Scotland donated money to support their work. 

The Mother Group decided to use this donation to purchase basic school items for the needy learners at the school to help alleviate some of the problems that they are facing.
Link Community Development took a leading role in ensuring that the sent money was used for its intended purpose. The money was given to the school in the presence of Mother Group members, teachers, school leadership and learners.
Summary of expenditure

The total donation was £350.
The total amount of money that was received by the school in Malawian Kwacha was K79061.85 (£332.50). The Mother Group used this money to buy school uniforms, notebooks, pens and bathing soap to give to the needy learners. 
The Mother Group Chairperson for Thawale Primary School in Mulanje said:

“We are extremely happy with this donation. We have used the money to purchase notebooks, pens, school uniforms and bathing soap for the needy learners. These needy learners are also happy receiving the items as you can see.”  
A small part of the donation is used by the Mother Group to provide loans to teachers. The interest on these loans helps the Mother Group to generate more income which they will use to support other learners at the school who are in dire need of support.

“We want to generate more money so that many orphans and vulnerable children at the school can be supported” said one Female Teacher who works with Mother Group at Thawale Primary School and has taken out a loan.

Summary of Link’s involvement in supporting the School Development Project
Part of the donation was used by Link staff to support this project. Link Community Development in Mulanje worked hand in hand with the District Education Office staff and the Thawale Primary School staff in the selection of the needy learners at the school who would benefit from this project. Link staff provided the funds to the school and monitored spending to ensure the donation was used appropriately. Link is still monitoring the usage of the money which is generated through the small loans scheme. 
The impact of the project
Mother Group at Thawale Primary School is thankful for the donation. Needy learners who used to absent themselves from classes because of lack of uniforms are now coming to school on a regular basis. Some are doing better in their performance too.  
“One learner in my class was not doing well because she used to come to school at intervals due to the lack of uniform. After the purchasing of the school uniforms, my learner is always reporting for classes and she is doing well. Thanks to Link Community Development and thanks to the Mother Group at Thawale Primary School. I wish if the other linked schools emulate the same gesture for the betterment of Malawian learners.” A standard four teacher at Thawale School Primary School said. 
We would like to thank you on behalf of Thawale Primary School for your donation!
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Thawale Mother Group members with Link Community Development staff sharing ideas on how to spend the School Development Project funds





Thawale Primary School Mother Group members after meeting the needy learners at the school
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