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Project details:
Thawale Primary School is one of the linked schools in Mulanje. It is partnering with Lockerbie Academy in Scotland and is one of the active partnerships existing in Scotland and Malawi. The partnership has brought a lot of impacts to the learners from the two schools. Learners and teachers from Thawale PS and Lockerbie Academy send letters and parcels to each other. There have been exchange visits between the two schools too.  Teachers from Lockerbie Academy visited Thawale Primary School and four teachers from Thawale Primary School visited Lockerbie Academy last year.
These two schools are communicating to each other under the project titled Link School Programme and Partners in Development.  Thawale Primary School received a donation from their partner school and the main purpose of the donation was for Thawale School to have solar power and computer equipment.  JEBP is a solar company that was used to install solar power at Thawale School. It is the same company that installed solar power in the five centres in Mulanje District in 2010 and six centres in Dedza District in 2011.  In its quest to improve communication existing between these two schools, Link Community Development Malawi with support from Lockerbie Academy’s donation bought a laptop, printer, installed solar power and a dongle for Thawale Primary School. Teachers have received training on how to type on the computer. Not only typing on the computer, but also Thawale Primary School teachers have learnt how to send an email and respond to an email.  “I am extremely glad to learn how to type on the computer. Previously, I never thought of learning a computer but thanks to Lockerbie Academy and Link Community Development for the assistance. I now know how to type a letter on the computer and send an email.” Mr. Makalichi, Thawale Primary School Link Coordinator said.
Link Community Development took a leading role in ensuring that the sent money was used for its intended purpose. The money was used for the installation of solar power, training of community members and teachers on solar power usage and basic computer training.
Summary of expenditure
The total amount of money that was received by the school in Malawian Kwacha was nine hundred and twenty thousand Malawian Kwacha. This money was used for purchasing the laptop computer, internet data card (dongle), printer, training of teachers at Thawale Primary School and installation of solar power at Thawale PS.  The other money was used in the training of the community on how to take care of the solar power equipment. 
Summary of LCD’s involvement in supporting the School Development Project
Link Community Development in Mulanje worked hand in hand with the District Education Office staff in identifying a space for the equipment.  It was agreed to use a staff room. The main reason was for all teachers to have access to the equipment.  Link Community Development also took a leading role of sourcing three quotations as per policy.  In addition to that, Link Community Development monitored the installation of solar power at the school.  
The impact this project has had on the school/ community 
Solar Connect Project at Thawale Primary School has positive impacts. These impacts are the acquisition of basic computer knowledge by the Thawale Primary School learners.  Thawale Primary School teachers have been trained on how to type a word document; access emails and respond to them. The teachers are also aware of how they can print the typed document.
We would like to thank you on behalf of Thawale Primary School for your donation!
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Thawale PS Teachers who have benefited from the Solar Power Installation

Solar-powered light bulb





Installing the equipment








	
	link community development

	Link Community Development

Tel:   0131 243 2685              Email: scotland:@lcd.org.uk            Website: www.lcdinternational.org/malawi



	
	Page 4 of 4



